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V A S Q U E Z B O U L E V A R D / I N T E R S T A T E 7 0 S I T E
W O R K I N G G R O U P M E E T I N G

F I N A L M E E T I N G S U M M A R YMarch 16, 2000Swansea Recreation Center
I n a t t endance:
W o r k i n g G r o u pLorra ine G r a n a d o , C r o s s - C o m m u n i t y C o a l i t i o nM i c h a e l M a e s , E l y r i a n e i g h b o r h o o dLaure l M a t t r e y , C o p e e nC e l i a V a n D e r L o o p , C i t y a n d C o u n t y o f Denver, D e p a r t m e n t o f E n v i r o n m e n t a l H e a l t hRobert L i t l e , AsarcoA n t h o n y T h o m a s , C l a y t o n n e i g h b o r h o o dS u s a n M u z a , A T S D RM e l M u f i o z , C o p e e nBonnie L a v e l l e , EPA Region 8C h r i s W e i s , EPA Region 8J a n e M i t c h e l l , C o l o r a d o D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c H e a l t h a n d EnvironmentL i n d a Larson, H e l l e r Ehrman ( f o r A s a r c o )
OthersT e d F e l l m a n , E P A Region 8E l i z a b e t h Evans, EPA Region 8M i c h a e l W e n s t r o m , EPA Region 8Gene H o o k , C i t y a n d C o u n t y o f Denver, D e p a r t m e n t o f E n v i r o n m e n t a l H e a l t hJ u l i a K o r n d o r f e r , C o l o r a d o D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c H e a l t h a n d EnvironmentPat C o u r t n e y , EPAJ o y c e T s u j i , E x p o n e n t ( f o r A s a r c o )David F o l k e s , Enviro G r o u p ( f o r A s a r c o )M a r k R u d o l p h , C o l o r a d o D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c H e a l t h a n d EnvironmentT e r r y T a y l o r , C o l o r a d o Lead P o i s o n i n g Prevent ProgramC h r i s A r e n d , Congre s swoman D e g e t t e ' s o f f i c eMarc H e r m a n , EPA - P r o j e c t M a n a g e r f o r A r g o and Omaha G r a n t S m e l t e r s i t e sF o n d a A p o s t o l o p o u l o s , C o l o r a d o D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c H e a l t h a n d Environment
F a c i l i t a t o r sMary M a r g a r e t G o l t e n , C D R A s s o c i a t e sL o u i s e S m a r t , C D R A s s o c i a t e s
A n t h o n y T h o m a s announced that J o a n H o o k e r w i l l b e hav ing open heart surgery onT u e s d a y , March 2 1 a t t h e K a n s a s H e a r t H o s p i t a l i n W i c h i t a , K a n s a s ( 1 - 8 0 0 - K S H E A R T ,3 1 6 / 6 3 0 - 5 1 0 0 , 316/630-5000, 3601 N . W e b b Road, W i c h i t a K S 67222). H e r current
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p h o n e number in K a n s a s i s 316-365-2939. The g r o u p c o n t r i b u t e d money to send herf l o w e r s .
G o a l s and E x p e c t a t i o n s
T h e f a c i l i t a t o r s asked t h e W o r k i n g G r o u p t o l e t them know i f t h er e were a n y need s ( f o rbreaks, o p e n i n g windows , s p e n d i n g more t ime on an i s sue, e t c .) th ey s h o u l d a d d r e s s tomake t h i s a be t t er and e n j o y a b l e me e t ing . T h e y asked the g r o u p to work f r o m thea s s u m p t i o n that everyone at the m e e t i n g was there because t h e y cared about the w e l l -b e ing of the V B / l - 7 0 c o m m u n i t y and wanted to work t o g e t h e r , each in t h e i r own way,toward m a k i n g V B / l - 7 0 a h e a l t h i e r , s a f e r p l a c e t o l i v e . F u r t h e r , t h e f a c i l i t a t o r s agreedwi th the g r o u p tha t i t i s o f t e n i m p o r t a n t to s low down the pace of the d i a l o g u e to assurethat each issue i s f u l ly d i s c u s s e d .
Environmen ta l J u s t i c e : H o w i t f i t s into t h e V B / l - 7 0 Process
Liz Evans of ERA made a p r e s e n t a t i o n on b e h a l f o f the ERA V B / l - 7 0 T e a m ( t h e ERA
s t a f f working o n t h e V B / l - 7 0 s i t e , i n c l u d i n g Bonnie L a v e l l e , M a t t C o h n , T e d F e l l m a n ,M i c h a e l W e n s t r o m , C h r i s W e i s , Marc H e r m a n , a n d h e r s e l f ) . S h e said t h e E R A
p h i l o s o p h y i s t ha t e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e must be an i n t e g r a l par t of ERA p r o g r a m s ,i n t e g r a t e d in to E P A ' s a ir , water, waste, a n d S u p e r f u n d p r o g r a m s . E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c ei s not a s epara t e program. E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c e s taf f p a r t i c i p a t e in in t e rna l advocacy
and e d u c a t i o n on e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e — t h r o u g h course c o r r e c t i o n , c o n s u l t a t i o n , andc oa ch ing t o h e l p t h e p r o g r a m s i n t e g r a t e e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e in t o t h e i r p r o g r a m s .
1. How has env i ronmen ta l j u s t i c e been i n t e g r a t e d in t o the V B / l - 7 0 s i t e by the ERAteam work ing on t h i s p r o j e c t ?

a. G e t t i n g management invo lv ed ( g o i n g up the l i n e at ERA R e g i o n 8 and i n t oH e a d q u a r t e r s )
b . D e d i c a t i n g E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c e s t a f f t o t h i s p r o j e c t ( M i c h a e l W e n s t r o m , w h os p e n d s 40-50% of his t ime on VB/l-70)
c. By h o l d i n g m e e t i n g s with c ommuni ty g r o u p s as w e l l as m a k i n g p er s ona lc on ta c t s , work ing to u n d e r s t a n d the needs o f the c o m m u n i t y , w i t h a f e e d b a c kl o o p t o Bonnie L a v e l l e a s P r o j e c t M a n a g e r
d. Outreach in S p a n i s h and c o m m u n i c a t i o n wi th S p a n i s h m e d i a
e . E x p e d i t i n g th e NPL l i s t i n g and m a k i n g sure th e c o m m u n i t y was i n v o l v e d andknew what was g o i n g on at the NPL l i s t i n g s t ag e
f . S e t t i n g u p t h e V B / l - 7 0 W o r k i n g G r o u p ( B o n n i e e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e y h a dd e t e r m i n e d d u r i n g the l i s t i n g that i t was cruc ia l that the c o m m u n i t y be i n v o l v e dand d e c i d e d to create a f o r m a l proce s s to give the c o m m u n i t y access to thed i s c u s s i o n s that E R A , t h e S t a t e , a n d t h e C i t y n o r m a l l y have, t o l e t t h e c o m m u n i t ybe "a par t of P r o j e c t M a n a g e m e n t . " This required a c o m m i t m e n t by the S t a t e andt h e C i t y tha t t h ey w o u l d n o t have t h e s p e c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h E R A t h a t t h e y

wou ld n o r m a l l y have, i n c l u d i n g p r i v a t e m e e t i n g s w i t h E R A . )
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g . H e l p w i th t h e T A G grant. T h e c ommuni ty a c k n o w l e d g e d t h e e f f o r t that T e dF e l l m a n and M i c h a e l W e n s t r o m had made on the TAG grant a p p l i c a t i o n process.H o w e v e r , t h ey expre s s ed f r u s t r a t i o n tha t t h e E R A T A G o f f i c e h a s made t h eprocess difficult and has d e layed the TAG grant. The community has had to re-write t h e T A G a p p l i c a t i o n f o u r t ime s a n d i s s t i l l w i thou t t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance.
h . P r e s e n t i n g a s ix-hour E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c e W o r k s h o p f o r t h e W o r k i n g G r o u p .T h i s was th e f i r s t t ime ERA had taken t h i s work shop to a c o m m u n i t y . (It i st y p i c a l l y c onduc t ed f o r government s t a f f . )
i . G a i n i n g the as s i s tance of the c ommuni ty in o b t a i n i n g access to p r o p e r t i e s , whichhas enabl ed ERA to get s i t e access in a more u s e r - f r i e n d l y way.
j . E x p l o r i n g i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e into s tandard s e t t i n g . M i c h a e lW e n s t r o m asked other ERA regions how th ey i n c o r p o r a t e e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c ein to t h e c l e a n u p s t a n d a r d s . He f o u n d there ar e no g u i d e l i n e s o ther than l i s t e n i n gto the communi ty and be ing creative around t h e i r needs. Bonnie said thati n c o r p o r a t i o n o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e in to c l e a n u p s t a n d a r d s w i l l emerge a s t h ep r o j e c t matures t h r o u g h the summer, as ERA will be c on s id e r s howenv ironmenta l j u s t i c e f i t s into the d e c i s i o n s on what act ion to take at the s i te . Thes p e c i f i c s o f the c o m m u n i t i e s ' concerns and issues were b u i l t i n t o the RiskA s s e s s m e n t a s s u m p t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y i n d e f i n i n g t h e e xpo sure pa thways .

Lorra ine G r a n a d o expre s s ed a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r E P A ' s open proce s s a n dre spon s iv ene s s to c o m m u n i t y concerns about s a m p l i n g .
2. The Big P i c t u r e in North Denver- what i s h a p p e n i n g in North Denver, beyond theS u p e r f u n d work

a. The S a n d Creek i n i t i a t i v e ( b e g u n six-seven years ago). ERA and the S t a t ef o r m e d a p a r t n e r s h i p and i n s p e c t e d a l l t h e r e g u l a t e d f a c i l i t i e s in th e S a n d Creekarea.
b. G r a n t a c t i v i t y . A l m o s t $750,000 in grant s have been made to North Denver,

i n c l u d i n g :
• E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c e s m a l l grant s ( 9 )
• E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c e P o l l u t i o n P r e v e n t i o n G r a n t s ( 4 )
• R e g i o n a l G e o g r a p h i c I n i t i a t i v e grant
• Grant t o N o r t h e a s t Denver P o l l u t i o n P r e v e n t i o n A l l i a n c e t o work wi th s m a l lbusinesses

c . A T S D R invo lvement wi th t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s p u b l i c h e a l t h q u e s t i o n s ( S u s a n M u z a :A T S D R always perce ive s t h e c o m m u n i t y a s a n i n t e g r a l part o f A T S D R act ions.S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g creates m a n d a t o r y p a r t i c i p a t i o n b y A T S D R . )
d . C O P E E N ' s t ox i c t our t o E P A ' s e n f o r c e m e n t managers: A s a r e s u l t , E P Aas s igned a person ( B r e n d a South) for s ix months to f o c u s on the use o f EPAe n f o r c e m e n t a u t h o r i t y in North Denver. (Mat t C o h n wa s an advocate f o r t h i s . ) Ina d d i t i o n , EPA has f o r m e d a p a r t n e r s h i p w i th the S t a t e on how to use t h e i r
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c o l l e c t i v e e n f o r c e m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s t o reduce p o l l u t i o n i n N o r t h Denver. ( M i c h a e lW e n s t r o m has a c opy o f the State/EPA a g r e e m e n t . )
e. The S t a t e and C i t y are c o n d u c t i n g b l o o d - l e a d t e s t i n g (see note s b e low onp r e s e n t a t i o n b y T e r r y T a y l o r ) .
T e d F e l l m a n a c k n o w l e d g e d tha t E P A ' s s p e c i f i c m i s s i o n t h r o u g h t h e S u p e r f u n dp r o j e c t at V B / l - 7 0 i s so i l c l e a n u p . At the same t i m e , ERA recognize s e n v i r o n m e n t a lconcerns about o ther issues. ERA is c o m m i t t e d to h e l p i n i t i a t e and c o o r d i n a t e o t h e rresources to meet the l a r g e r e n v i r o n m e n t a l concerns.
C e l i a V a n D e r L o o p r e p o r t e d that t h e C i t y i s d o i n g c u m u l a t i v e risk m o d e l i n g ( a i r ) ,based o n s t a t i o n a r y sources. T h e C i t y ' s z o n i n g o r d i n a n c e a l l o w s t h e C i t y t o c o n s i d e rcumula t ive e f f e c t s of e x i s t i n g sources when reviewing a p p l i c a t i o n s for a new ore x p a n d e d source. W h e r e c u m u l a t i v e risk l e v e l s a r e h i g h , a d d i t i o n a l p o l l u t i o n c o n t r o ldevices c o u l d be r e q u i r e d , or o ther a l t e r a t i o n s in p l a n s to reduce emi s s i on s .

3. W h a t will be done at the s i t e in the f u t u r e , in terms of E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c e ? ERAasked t h e c o m m u n i t y f o r i n p u t . T h e c o m m u n i t y d i s t r i b u t e d a p a p e r d e s c r i b i n g t h e i rideas r e g a r d i n g how to a p p l y e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e a t t h i s s i t e and d i s c u s s e d the s eideas:
a. I n h a l a t i o n . Lorra ine G r a n a d o expre s s ed concern tha t i n h a l a t i o n i s not b e i n gcons ider ed as a p a t h w a y of e xpo sur e . Bonnie L a v e l l e e x p l a i n e d t h a t ERA i sl o o k i n g a t i n h a l a t i o n o f p a r t i c u l a t e s f r o m t h e yards . I n t h e V B / l - 7 0 s i t e R i s kAsse s smen t for the r e s i d e n t i a l s o i l s , ERA i s l o o k i n g a t how r e - s u s p e n d e d d u s t

f r o m the yard is breathed in. ERA is l o o k i n g at i n g e s t i o n , d e r m a l e x p o s u r e , ande x p o s u r e t h r o u g h i n h a l a t i o n . C h r i s W e i s i s a t t e m p t i n g t o a n a l y z e t h i s e x p o s u r em a t h e m a t i c a l l y in th e Risk A s s e s s m e n t . C u r r e n t l y , ERA i s a s s u m i n g tha te xpo sur e t h r o u g h i n h a l a t i o n i s minor. L o r r a i n e G r a n a d o said t h a t r e - s u s p e n d e ddus t comes f r o m s emi- truck s , unpaved a l l e y s , a n d y a r d s w i t h o u t l awns . C h i l d r e np l a y i n g , s k a t e - b o a r d i n g , a n d r o l l e r - b l a d i n g i n t h e a l l e y s w i l l b e e x p o s e d t o t h i sdu s t . The c o m m u n i t y wants to know: where the d u s t i s c o m i n g f r o m and what i s
i n i t . Bonnie said tha t t h e Risk A s s e s s m e n t w i l l a d d r e s s a l l e y s , a l t h o u g h E R A d i dno t f ind d i r t a l l e y s near yards where there were h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s . She agreedto l o o k again at a l l e y s in the r e - s a m p l i n g of P h a s e 1 and P h a s e 2 d a t a t h i ssummer.

b . A m b i e n t a i r m o n i t o r i n g . The c o m m u n i t y i s eager f o r C D O T to b e g i n p r o v i d i n g
data f r o m i t s ambient a i r m o n i t o r i n g , t o h e l p i d e n t i f y w h e t h e r there i s ar s eni c t ha ti s b e ing r e- su sp ended in the air. J o y c e Tsuj i s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e r e i s t i m e in theRisk A s s e s s m e n t t i m e l i n e t o l o ok a t th e C D O T i n f o r m a t i o n and i n t e g r a t e t h i s i n t othe Risk A s s e s s m e n t . Bonnie said the ERA can l o o k at t o t a l s u s p e n d e dp a r t i c u l a t e s ( f r o m th e CDOT d a t a ) and assess w h e t h e r th e a s s u m p t i o n s in th e
Risk A s s e s s m e n t are conservat ive enough. The c o m m u n i t y i s c o n t i n u i n g t orequest a ir m o n i t o r i n g in the VB/l-70 s i te . Bonnie said t h a t she i s c o n s i d e r i n g thep o s s i b i l i t y o f i n c l u d i n g t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o f u n c e r t a i n t i e s i n h e r e v a l u a t i o n o f t h earea as a S u p e r f u n d s i te . The r e m e d i a l a c t i on s l i s t e d in the ROD may be an
o p p o r t u n i t y t o a d d r e s s the s e u n c e r t a i n t i e s . It i s a r e q u i r e m e n t t h a t t h e ROD be
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i m p l e m e n t e d once i t ha s been s i g n e d . S u s a n M u z a noted tha t the P u b l i c Heal thAsse s sment can h e l p t h r o u g h i t s h e a l t h r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , a l t h o u g h i t has noi m p l e m e n t a t i o n requirement. Bonnie said that the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f a P u b l i cH e a l t h action p l a n can prov id e EPA with a d d i t i o n a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r i t s actions.
c. Level of c l e a n u p . EPA t y p i c a l l y uses a range of 10~4 to 10~5. The c o m m u n i t ywants to use the f a c t o r of 10"6. Because t h i s is an e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c ec o m m u n i t y , the c o m m u n i t y b e l i eve s there i s j u s t i f i c a t i o n for the 10~6 l eve l toreduce the c u m u l a t i v e l a r g e r risk. The c o m m u n i t y i s w i l l i n g t o work wi th the EPAteam to h e l p i n f l u e n c e EPA de c i s i on makers t o accept t h i s c l e a n u p l e v e l . BonnieL a v e l l e asked that t h e c o m m u n i t y remain open about th e f ina l c l e a n u p d e c i s i on .She said that c l e a n u p of more yards may not be the best act ion that can be takento make t h i s the h e a l t h i e s t c o m m u n i t y it can be. She said the a p p r o p r i a t ec l e a n u p act ion will not be c l ear u n t i l there has been an e x a m i n a t i o n of the dosesand the c o n c e n t r a t i o n s , and she encouraged everyone to remain f l e x i b l e aboutth e f ina l d e c i s i on . L o r r a i n e e x p l a i n e d that 10"6 r e la t e s t o benzene and s u l f u rd i o x i d e and said that t h e c o m m u n i t y w i l l stay op en t o c h a n g i n g t h e i r m i n d s u n t i lt h e f i n a l da ta a r e c o l l e c t e d .
d. R e c o g n i t i o n that env i ronmen ta l j u s t i c e i s about f i n d i n g s o l u t i o n s to endenvironmenta l racism: Mel M u n o z r e f e r r e d to m i s l e a d i n g s t a t e m e n t s in an a r t i c l eon Mil ford F r y e r and p o i n t e d ou t that e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e t a r g e t s low-incomewhi t e c o m m u n i t i e s as we l l as m i n o r i t y c ommuni t i e s .
e . C o n t i n u i n g conscious i n c o r p o r a t i o n of env i ronmenta l j u s t i c e in the V B / l - 7 0 workb y t h e W o r k i n g G r o u p : M e l a c k n o w l e d g e d , f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y , t h e e f f o r t s t ha thave occurred, i n c l u d i n g B o n n i e ' s work wi th t h e W o r k i n g G r o u p a n d t h e car inga t t i t u d e s o f s t a f f w i t h i n t h e agencie s a n d w i t h i n t h e c ommuni ty . T h e c o m m u n i t yal so recognize s that t h i s W o r k i n g G r o u p proces s i s very d i f f e r e n t f r o m whatt y p i c a l l y occurs at o ther S u p e r f u n d sites. And, she e m p h a s i z e d , there is ac o n t i n u i n g need to have the e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e issue cons idered at akkW o r k i n g G r o u p m e e t i n g s , to c o n t i n u o u s l y i m p r o v e on the q u a l i t y o f our work. Shesaid tha t a l l members o f t h e W o r k i n g G r o u p ( c o m m u n i t y members, E P A , t h eS t a t e , the C i t y , and A s a r c o ) can ke ep r e m i n d i n g the each o ther that t h i s i s anenv ironmenta l j u s t i c e c o m m u n i t y and h e l p u s t h i n k t o g e t h e r about e n v i r o n m e n t a lj u s t i c e i m p l i c a t i o n s .
f. D e v e l o p m e n t of a mode l that can be used at o ther si tes: L o r r a i n e G r a n a d o ,Laure l M a t t r e y , and Mel M u n o z s u g g e s t e d that t h e a p p r o a c h taken t h r o u g h th eW o r k i n g G r o u p be d o c u m e n t e d so that it may serve as a mode l for o therp r o j e c t s . The in c lu s i on o f the community has been ex emp lary . The V B / l - 7 0p r o j e c t can d e m o n s t r a t e how e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e has been i n c o r p o r a t e d in am e a n i n g f u l way at t h i s s i t e , as a mode l to h e l p others in the c ountry who aree x p e r i e n c i n g s i m i l a r p r o b l e m s . G o i n g s lower, t o a d d r e s s t h e t r i c k y t e c h n i c a li s sues , has been c r i t i c a l . S l o w e r may a c t u a l l y be f a s t e r , because t h i s proce s smay be e x p e d i t e d by a v o i d i n g a lot of a n t a g o n i s m . This mode l can d e b u n k themyth that i f you invo lve th e c o m m u n i t y you wi l l have a l o n g e r process . In f a c t , i fthe c o m m u n i t y is not i n v o l v e d in a m e a n i n g f u l way, the proce s s can take muchl o n g e r . It w i l l b e u s e f u l t o c a p t u r e "lessons l earned" on the p r o j e c t and to take
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a d v a n t a g e o f t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y to educate o ther ERA reg i on s and o th e r agencie s .L a u r e l s u g g e s t e d that th e W o r k i n g G r o u p d e v e l o p an ac t ion p l a n around how t omake t h i s a m o d e l .
g. Off ic ial r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h i s c o m m u n i t y as an e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e c o m m u n i t y :L a u r e l M a t t r e y made the s u g g e s t i o n (on b e h a l f o f th e c o m m u n i t y ) tha t VB/l-70 b enamed an "environmental j u s t i c e zone." To the c o m m u n i t y t h i s means tha t therei s o f f i c ia l r e c o g n i t i o n tha t t h i s c o m m u n i t y has a s a t u r a t i o n o f u n d e s i r a b l e usesand that there are c u m u l a t i v e and s y n e r g i s t i c e f f e c t s on p e o p l e o f c o l or . T h e ywant the ERA d o c u m e n t s to a c k n o w l e d g e that t h i s i s an e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c ecommunity. T h e y al so want the ROD to s ta te how e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e wasaddre s s ed at t h i s s ite. The word "zone" is not i m p o r t a n t in i t se l f; i t i m p l i e s theV B / l - 7 0 boundar i e s .
h. Desire for a c o m p r e h e n s i v e h e a l t h s t u d y . The c o m m u n i t y said that t h ey want acomprehens ive h e a l t h s t u d y , with scientific credibility, that d o cumen t s h e a l t hp r o b l e m s a n d t h e i n c i d e n c e o f i l l n e s s e s i n t h e V B / l - 7 0 c o m m u n i t y . T h i s c o u l dre la t e to the u n c e r t a i n t i e s that wi l l be m e n t i o n e d in the ROD. A n t h o n y T h o m a sde s cr ib ed an " i l l n e s s assessment que s t i onnair e" that a c i t i z e n had d i s t r i b u t e d att h e E R A risk c o m m u n i c a t i o n c o n f e r e n c e . M i c h a e l W e n s t r o m w i l l make c o p i e sand b r i n g them to the next W o r k i n g G r o u p m e e t i n g .

T h e W o r k i n g G r o u p agreed tha t:
1. W h e n e v e r th ey are d e a l i n g wi th an i s sue, t h e y will raise the q u e s t i o n of howe n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e r e la t e s t o i t , and
2. Every three to s ix m o n t h s , the W o r k i n g G r o u p will do a b i g - p i c t u r e check on how w e l lt h ey are d o i n g in terms of env i ronmen ta l j u s t i c e awareness.
C D P H E Lead P o i s o n i n g Prevent ion Program
T e r r y T a y l o r , t h e Program M a n a g e r f o r t h e C D P H E Lead P o i s o n i n g P r e v e n t i o n
Program, p r e s e n t e d i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e W o r k i n g G r o u p on t h a t p r o g r a m .
I n 1994, C D P H E received g r a n t s f r o m t h e C e n t e r f o r Disease C o n t r o l a n d E P A t ode t ermine how big a p r o b l e m lead p o i s o n i n g is in C o l o r a d o . ( P e d i a t r i c i a n s do nottyp i ca l ly b e l i ev e tha t i t i s a p r o b l e m . ) The s t a t e w i d e p r e v a l e n c e o f e l e v a t e d b l o o d l e a d sin c h i l d r e n is 3.2%. It is now m a n d a t e d that all one- and two-year-o ld c h i l d r e n onM e d i c a i d have t h e i r b l o o d t e s t ed f o r l e a d . T h e nor theas t Denver l ead survey ( 1 9 9 5 )showed that 16.2% of c h i l d r e n ( 1 6 5 were t e s t e d , out of 300 el igible) had e l e v a t e d b l o o dl e a d s (over 1 0 m c g / d L ) . N o r t h e a s t Denver H o u s i n g C e n t e r , t h r o u g h t h e c i t y o f D e n v e r ' sC o m m u n i t y D e v e l o p m e n t A g e n c y , o b ta ined H U D f u n d i n g f o r r e n o v a t i o n a n dr e m e d i a t i o n of homes wi th l ead hazards.
I n A u g u s t 1999, E P A gave t h e Lead P o i s o n i n g P r e v e n t i o n P r o g r a m a n e n v i r o n m e n t a lp r o t e c t i o n grant to conduct c o m m u n i t y outreach and e d u c a t i o n in nor thea s t Denver. TheL P P P i s p a r t n e r i n g wi th t h e N o r t h e a s t Denver H o u s i n g C e n t e r a n d w o u l d l i k e t o e x p a n d
i t s work to th e V B / l - 7 0 s i t e . T h i s c o u l d i n c l u d e : s a m p l e s u r v e y i n g o f one- and two-year

March 16,2000 Final Vasquez/l-70 Working Group Meeting Summary Page 6



o l d s in the area, t r a i n i n g c o m m u n i t y members on correct c l e a n i n g p r a c t i c e s when leadi s present in the home, and l e n d i n g o f a HEPA VAC ( h i g h e f f i c i e n c y p a r t i c i p a t e a irvacuum). A T S D R a n d t h e s tate b l o o d - l e a d program w i l l need t o c o o r d i n a t e t h e i r t e s t i n gprograms .
The c ommuni ty said i t i s c r i t i c a l that f a m i l i e s not be a p p r o a c h e d m u l t i p l e t imesfor t e s t i n g . W h e n the LPPP is ready to conduct a b l o o d - l e a d survey in the V B / l - 7 0area, i t wil l be helpful to have other c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s assist t h r o u g h p r o m o t i o no f t h i s e f f o r t . T h e c o m m u n i t y s u g g e s t e d t h i s b e done t h r o u g h t h e n e w s l e t t e r s f o rSwansea , E l y r i a , G l o b e v i l l e , a n d C l a y t o n . T h e L P P P cou ld o f f e r t h e t e s t i n g b y s e n d i n g apo s t card to every known a d d r e s s , t e l l ing the r e s i d en t s where LPPP wi l l b e c o n d u c t i n gthe t e s t i n g . Or the LPPP can go door- to-door c o n d u c t i n g on- the- spo t t e s t i n g wi th ahand-he ld analyzer. In e i ther case, the survey would be a s a m p l e of one- to two-yearo l d s .
A f t e r M a r c h / A p r i l 2000, t h e C i t y ( G e n e H o o k ) w i l l b e c o n d u c t i n g env i ronmen ta le v a l u a t i o n s to try to i d e n t i f y the source. E l e v a t e d b l o o d l ead cases s h o u l d be r e f e r r e d tothe C i t y so that the C i t y can re spond in a t i m e l y f a s h i o n . Because of c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y , i twould be up to the p a r e n t , not the C i t y , to let EPA know of the source of the l e a d . S u s a nMuza said A T S D R would c o o r d i n a t e consent f o r m s f o r A T S D R , E P A , a n d t h e C i t y , thatwould i n d i c a t e these three agencie s would share data. Common lead sources i n c l u d e :lead in p a i n t , lead s o l d e r , s ta ined g l a s s workers in the homes, bean p o t s f r o m M e x i c o ,and certain home remedies. Lead p a i n t was banned in 1978, but u n t i l 1978 most housep a i n t conta ined l e a d . So, t y p i c a l l y there i s l ead in homes tha t were b u i l t b e f o r e 1978.C o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f lead in the p a i n t were h i g h e r in the 1940s. If a home was b u i l t b e f o r e1978, the r e s i d e n t s s h o u l d not dry-sand p a i n t e d s u r f a c e s .
T e r r y Taylor' s phone i s (303) 692-2685. Pat Enni s (who speaks S p a n i s h ) can bereached at (303) 692-2789.
The S t a t e c e r t i f i e s p e o p l e t o conduc t renovat ion and r e m o d e l i n g in homes where therei s l e a d . The N o r t h e a s t Denver H o u s i n g C e n t e r i s l o o k i n g f o r c o m m u n i t y members whowould l i k e t o become c e r t i f i e d in removal o f l ead hazard f r o m homes. If a h o u s e h o l d thatmeets the income g u i d e l i n e s ha s a c h i l d wi th e l evat ed b l o o d - l e a d s , the N o r t h e a s tDenver H o u s i n g C e n t e r p r o g r a m can pay for removal o f l ead f r o m the home.
Gene H o o k , f r o m t h e C i t y o f Denver D e p a r t m e n t o f E n v i r o n m e n t a l H e a l t h , said t h e C i t yhas a program in p l a c e to p r o v i d e e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l s to homes with e l eva t ed l e v e l sof l ead in du s t .
S u s a n Muza said that A T S D R w i l l test c h i l d r e n (80) a n d a d u l t s ( 2 0 ) f r o m homes w i th t h eh i g h e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f arsenic and wi l l a l so make r e f e r r a l s f o r l ead t e s t i n g t o th eS t a t e L P P P . David H e w i t t i s d r a f t i n g t h e p r o t o c o l . I t w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e a t t h e M a r c h 2 1H e a l t h T e a m m e e t i n g .
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Lorraine Granado requested a statement about lead that parent s could take to t h e i rp h y s i c i a n . T e r r y T a y l o r said t h e S t a t e h a s m a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n o n l ead t o a l l p e d i a t r i c i a n sand f a m i l y p r a c t i c e p h y s i c i a n s in C o l o r a d o . She said that th e LPPP can a l s o p r o v i d e awr i t t en s t a t ement that r e s id en t s can take to t h e i r p h y s i c i a n s .
N e x t s t e p s r e g a r d i n g l ead: A T S D R w i l l d i s cu s s t h e b l o o d - l e a d issue a t t h e H e a l t h T e a mm e e t i n g . T e r r y T a y l o r , T e r e s a N e S m i t h , a n d J u l i a K o r n d o r f e r w i l l work t o g e t h e r o n a ni n f o r m a t i o n a l sheet f o r p h y s i c i a n s .
O p e r a b l e U n i t 2
"Operable U n i t 1" is f o c u s e d on the r e s i d e n t i a l s o i l s . "Operab l e Unit 2" is f o c u s e d on thetwo s m e l t e r l o c a t i o n s (Argo and Omaha G r a n t ) and wi l l e v a l u a t e w h e t h e r th er e areP o t e n t i a l l y R e s p o n s i b l e P a r t i e s ( P R P s ) as soc iated wi th tho se s m e l t e r s i t e s a n d w i l ld e v e l o p a c o n c e p t u a l site mode l f or th e ground water under th e s m e l t e r s i t e s . Asarcoand the C i t y have r e s p o n d e d to an EPA request for i n f o r m a t i o n . Marc H e r m a n i s theEPA p r o j e c t manager for O p e r a b l e U n i t 2 , and he p l a n s t o work wi th the W o r k i n g G r o u pt o ge t i n p u t on how EPA wil l proceed w i th the i n v e s t i g a t i o n and how EPA wil l d e v e l o p i t sc o n c e p t u a l s i t e mode l . M a r c ' s work w i l l a d d r e s s " o n - f a c i l i t y " s o i l s .
PAX
Lorra ine G r a n a d o requested an u p d a t e on PAX. She said the c o m m u n i t y w o u l d l i k e t oknow:
1. How much f e r t i l i z e r a person wou ld have to put in a yard to p r o d u c e the k i n d s ofarsenic c o n c e n t r a t i o n s f o u n d in t h i s s i te?
2. At what rate would arsenic f r o m f e r t i l i z e r break down?
Bonnie L a v e l l e d i s t r i b u t e d t h e r e s u l t s o f E P A ' s a n a l y s i s o f t h e t y p e o f ar s en i c , l e a d , z in c ,and cadmium f o u n d in PAX (a f o u r - y e a r crabgrass p e s t i c i d e ) and said t h a t an u p d a t e ont h e P A X a n a l y s i s wou ld b e p r o v i d e d a t t h e A p r i l W o r k i n g G r o u p m e e t i n g .
Chri s W e i s ' s A c t i v i t y
Chri s W e i s e x p l a i n e d tha t , in N o v e m b e r , he was c a l l e d in to an emergency r e s p o n s e inM o n t a n a , that pr even t ed h i m f r o m a t t e n d i n g several W o r k i n g G r o u p m e e t i n g s . H e saidhe has been very involved in the V B / l - 7 0 Ri sk A s s e s s m e n t t h r o u g h c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i thBonnie and wi th contractors .
B i o a v a i l a b i l i t y S t u d y
C h r i s W e i s e x p l a i n e d that h e h a s d e l a y e d t h e re lease o f t h e p i g s t u d y da ta . T h e d o s i n gmat e r ia l w a s measured b y t w o d i f f e r e n t t e c h n i q u e s , X R F ( X r a y f l u o r e s c e n c e ) a n d I C P .He was no t c o m f o r t a b l e wi th the d i s p a r i t y between the s e measurement s and took s t e p st o resolve t h i s d i s c r e p a n c y by m e a s u r i n g the dose t h r o u g h a t h i r d t e c h n i q u e , "neutron
activation." He said that the prac t i ca l i m p a c t s on the s t u d y are not s i g n i f i c a n t because
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the s t u d y c on s id er s r e la t iv e a v a i l a b i l i t y - how arsenic in the s o i l s at the s i te is absorbedr e l a t i v e t o f r e e l y s o l u b l e arsenic. He a l so e x p l a i n e d that one o f the researchers (from amidwe s t e rn u n i v e r s i t y ) pr e s en t ed the r e s u l t s in a p u b l i c m e e t i n g w i t h o u t knowing tha tC h r i s had put the release of the s t u d y r e s u l t s on h o l d . The r e s u l t s are not yet f i n a l . Ther e s u l t s wi l l b e a v a i l a b l e w i t h i n a f ew weeks, p e r h a p s by the next W o r k i n g G r o u pmee t ing . A final report wil l be wr i t t en and summarized in the Risk A s s e s s m e n t .
U p d a t e on Phase 3 Removal H o m e s
ERA Region 8 management w i l l request a p p r o v a l by ERA H e a d q u a r t e r s f or f u n d s f orthe se removals. Pete S t e v e n s o n i s d r a f t i n g an action memorandum d e s c r i b i n g what wil lbe done. He w i l l have a s c h e d u l e for removals by the next W o r k i n g G r o u p me e t ing .Til l ing wi l l no t b e used a s r e m e d i a t i o n on the se removal p r o p e r t i e s . In a d d i t i o n , Peteagreed to c on s id er a t t i c dus t and dus t in crawl spaces. (He will make an e v a l u a t i o n , ona house-by-house basis, on whe ther it makes sense to test a t t i c d u s t . )
Phase 3 Data - Release of R e s u l t s
T h e r e have oeen c a l l s a sk ing about soi l c o n c e n t r a t i o n s at daycare f a c i l i t i e s ands choo l s . Bonnie L a v e l l e will send an e-mail to the W o r k i n g G r o u p as soon as she hassent a l e t t e r wi th s a m p l i n g r e s u l t s to the s chool s .
Bonnie said that ERA has p r o v i d e d addr e s s e s of Phase 3 p r o p e r t i e s and t h e i r t e s t i n gr e s u l t s o n l y to the S t a t e and to ATSDR, with whom ERA has c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y agreements.C e l i a V a n D e r L o o p asked what e x c e p t i o n s th e ERA was a p p l y i n g t o th e S t a t e OpenRecords Act and the F r e e d o m of I n f o r m a t i o n Act in not r e l e a s i n g the da ta to the p u b l i c .Bonnie said that the Privacy Act p r o v i d e s such an e x c e p t i o n . The ERA perce ive s thes a m p l i n g da ta in the same way as p e r s ona l med i ca l i n f o r m a t i o n . She said the ERA isconcerned that if the i n f o r m a t i o n is released to the City, i t will th en be re leased to thep u b l i c .
S h e said E P A ' s concern about p u b l i c re lease o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n stems f r o m concernse x p r e s s e d , ear ly in the p r o j e c t , by p r o p e r t y owners about impac t on o b t a i n i n g f i n a n c i n g ,on p r o p e r t y va lu e s , and p o t e n t i a l r e d l i n i n g . She noted that p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y owners mustgive consent for t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s to be s a m p l e d and that o n l y 60% of the p r o p e r t yowners have a l l o w e d ERA to s a m p l e . ERA b e l i e v e s c i t i z e n s are f e a r f u l o f governmenta n d that k e e p i n g s a m p l i n g r e s u l t s i n f o r m a t i o n p r i v a t e m a y h e l p i n g e t t i n g more p e o p l et o a l l o w s a m p l i n g .
ERA can tell anyone whe th er a given p r o p e r t y was s a m p l e d and can d i r e c t the i n q u i r e rt o t h e p r o p e r t y owner f o r i n f o r m a t i o n o n r e s u l t s . I f a p r o p e r t y owner cannot f i n d t h er e s u l t s , ERA can p r o v i d e another copy.
T h e C i t y ' s concerns are:
1. The C i t y has some p r o p e r t y i n t e r e s t s in the area
2. The C i t y t h i n k s that p e o p l e have a r i g h t t o know about t h e i r n e i g h b o r s ' p r o p e r t y
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3. T h e r e are a lot of p r o s p e c t i v e pur cha s e r s who need to know about the s t a t u s ofp r o p e r t y t h e y may buy, and
4 . The C i t y w o u l d l i k e t o have a s p a t i a l f e e l f o r t h e d a t a — h o w th e h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n sare d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h i n th e n e i g h b o r h o o d s .
EPA i s w i l l i n g to enter into a c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y agreement wi th the C i t y .
The c o m m u n i t y wi l l check in wi th c o m m u n i t y members about t h e i r concerns aboutp r o t e c t i n g c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y / r e l e a s i n g the da ta and wi l l report back a t the next W o r k i n gG r o u p mee t ing .
T h e D r a f t Risk A s s e s s m e n t , which w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e i n t h e i n f o r m a t i o n r e p o s i t o r i e s , w i l lhave summarie s of the r e s u l t s of the s a m p l i n g , the numbers of p r o p e r t i e s at c er ta inc o n c e n t r a t i o n s , and the l o c a t i o n s of p r o p e r t i e s that are above c er ta in l e v e l s ofc onc en tra t i on s . Bonnie said th e Risk Asse s sment w o u l d i n c l u d e a s p a t i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o nof the Phase 3 data.
U p d a t e o n A T S D R a c t i v i t i e s
S u s a n M u z a r e p o r t e d that t h e P u b l i c H e a l t h A s s e s s m e n t i s o n h o l d , p e n d i n g t h e P i c aW o r k s h o p ( J u n e 7 a n d 8 ) . T h e W o r k i n g G r o u p asked tha t A T S D R c o n s i d e r h o l d i n g t h e
Pica W o r k s h o p in th e Denver area, s o tha t V B / l - 7 0 p e o p l e can a t t e n d . S u s a n M u z a w i l lcarry t h i s request t o A T S D R . A T S D R h o p e s t o have f u n d s a v a i l a b l e t o b r i n g a l i m i t e dnumber of c o m m u n i t y members to the work shop .
The next H e a l t h T e a m M e e t i n g wi l l be h e l d on T u e s d a y , M a r c h 21, f r o m 2:30 to 4:30a t t h e C r o s s - C o m m u n i t y C o a l i t i o n o f f i c e . T o p i c s w i l l i n c l u d e : ( a ) b i o - m o n i t o r i n ga c t i v i t y a n d ( b ) h e a l t h p r o m o t i o n / i n t e r v e n t i o n a c t i v i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g g e t t i n g f e e d b a c k f r o mthe communi ty about t h i s program.
L o r r a i n e G r a n a d o e xpre s s ed t h e h o p e tha t t h e H e a l t h T e a m c a n f i n i s h l o o k i n g a t riskr e l a t e d t o cancer b e f o r e A p r i l .
T A G G r a n t
T h e c o m m u n i t y said that i t i s very d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y t o n o t have t h e i r T A Gc o n s u l t a n t a v a i l a b l e t o them at t h i s c r i t i c a l t ime. T h e y s t i l l have to go t h r o u g h thegovernment procurement process which t y p i c a l l y i s l e n g t h y . E P A w i l l a t t e m p t t oe x p e d i t e t h i s process.
A r s e n i c h e a l t h I m p a c t s
J o y c e T s u j i h a s p i c t u r e s o f l e s i o n s r e s u l t i n g f r o m ar s eni c p o i s o n i n g , a s w e l l a s o t h e ri n f o r m a t i o n o n arsenic h e a l t h i m p a c t s . S h e w i l l p r o v i d e t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n a t t h e nextW o r k i n g G r o u p m e e t i n g .
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N e x t W o r k i n g G r o u p M e e t i n g s
A P R I L 2 0
J U N E 1
ERA a n t i c i p a t e s that the D r a f t Risk Ass e s sment w i l l b e d i s t r i b u t e d by m i d - M a y . TheW o r k i n g G r o u p can d i s cu s s i t at the J u n e 1 mee t ing . A p u b l i c m e e t i n g may be helpfula f t e r th e d r a f t ha s been d i s t r i b u t e d .
A t t h e next m e e t i n g , t h e f a c i l i t a t o r s w i l l p r o v i d e a l o n g - t e r m c a l e n d a r p r o p o s a l f o r f u t u r eW o r k i n g G r o u p mee t ings .
M e e t i n g eva lua t i on
T h e p o s i t i v e s :
• T h e env ironmenta l j u s t i c e d i s c u s s i o n
• P e o p l e were c l ear, t a l k e d about what t h i n g s mean, and what we can do.
• Renewal of where everyone is g o i n g
• C h r i s ' s presence
S u g g e s t i o n s f o r improvemen t:
• T h e r e was no t enough t ime for d i s c u s s i o n / q u e s t i o n s wi th C h r i s . T h e s e que s t i on sarise d u r i n g the m e e t i n g and the W o r k i n g G r o u p would l i k e him to be pre s ent toaddre s s them when they come up.
• If C h r i s i s no t p r e s e n t , a l i s t o f que s t i on s s h o u l d b e made d u r i n g d i s c u s s i o n , which

can then be given to him for re sponse (second choice, not i d e a l — f i r s t choice i s forC h r i s to at t end the m e e t i n g s ) .
• H a v e Bonnie L a v e l l e , David M e l l a r d , a n d C h r i s W e i s sp end t ime t o g e t h e r , e s p e c i a l l yd i s c u s s i n g t h e t o x i c i t y e v a l u a t i o n .
• Bagel s are p r e f e r r e d .
• More f o o d , e s p e c i a l l y f r u i t p l a t e , when t h e m e e t i n g w i l l b e l o n g .
H a n d o u t s at t h i s mee t ing
• EPA G r a n t s to North Denver, 1992-1999
• E P A ' s a n a l y s i s o f t h e t y p e o f arsenic, l e a d , zinc, a n d c a d m i u m f o u n d i n P A X
• C o m m u n i t y Memo o f E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c e Concerns
• Environmental Justice Leaves Cloudy Haze Over Issues, Milford F r y e r

March 16, 2000 Final Vasquez/l-70 Working Group Meeting Summary Page 11



• 1998, 1999 and 2000 Colorado Environmental Performance Partnership Agreement(FY2000 Update) between The C o l o r a d o D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c Heal th andEnvironment a n d T h e U . S . E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y R e g i o n V I I I
• Lead in Your Home: A Parent's Reference Guide, EPA

A C T I O N I T E M S F R O M T H E M A R C H 1 6 , 2000 W O R K I N G G R O U P M E E T I N G
Who w i l l do i t?
M i c h a e l W e n s t r o m

T a s k or requested act ion By when?
C o p y and b r i n g to Apri l 20 W o r k i n g G r o u p ; 4/20m e e t i n g th e "Il lne s s A s s e s s m e n t Que s t i onna i r e " i

T e r r y T a y l o r , T e r e s a| N e S m i t h , J u l i aK o r n d o r f e r
W o r k i n g G r o u p

EPA V B / l - 7 0 team
C o m m u n i t y

C o o r d i n a t e on an i n f o r m a t i o n l e t t e r tha t p a r e n t sin V B / l - 7 0 can give to p e d i a t r i c i a n s

Review how we l l e n v i r o n m e n t a l j u s t i c e i s b e i n g
i n c o r p o r a t e d into the work at V B / l - 7 0 : in 3 m o n t h s

E x p e d i t e t h e T A G grant
Discuss wi th o ther c o m m u n i t y members t h e i rconcerns and needs r e g a r d i n g c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y orrelease of Phase 3 d a t a
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Environmenta l J u s t i c e and VB-170C o m m u n i t y A d d r e s s R e g a r d i n g E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c e I s s u e s a n d t h e E R A S u p e r f u n dProcess
C o m m u n i t y has expres sed its d e s i r e to d e s i g n a t e the VBO-170 S u p e r f u n d S i t e as anEnvironmental J u s t i c e Zone. We would l i k e our community recognized as anenvironmental j u s t i c e zone in the Risk A s s e s s m e n t , the F e a s i b i l i t y S t u d y and the
Record of Decis ion. At t h i s t ime , we would l i k e to s p e c i f y what an "EnvironmentalJ u s t i c e Zone" is and how actions can be taken to in t egra t e t h i s into the S u p e r f u n dprocess.
The n e i g h b o r h o o d s w i t h i n th e VB-170 S u p e r f u n d S i t e ar e i n u n d a t e d with hazards t o
h e a l t h and well being in our so i l s , water and air. The ERA inve s t iga t i on , to da t e , hasi d e n t i f i e d two "contaminants of concern" in our s o i l s . W i t h i n our n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,
however, we b e l i eve there are many p o l l u t a n t s of concern t h a t c on t r i bu t e to thecumula t iv e d a i l y a s saul t on our h ea l t h .
The S u p e r f u n d process needs to c on s id er and i n t e g r a t e in i t s mandat e how the
c u m u l a t i v e e f f e c t s o f V B - 1 7 0 ' s myriad p o l l u t i o n sources contr ibu t e t o creat ingn e i g h b o r h o o d s t h a t are not s a f e for c h i l d r e n to p l a y in or h e a l t h y for f a m i l i e s to l i v e in.I f t h e E R A ' S i n t e n t i s t o make o u r n e ighborhood a s a f e , c lean a n d h e a l t h y p l a c e t o l i v ein, its concern has to extend beyond removing s o i l s f r o m yards.
The E n v i r o n m e n t a l Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y should not o n l y recognize the VB-170ne ighborhood site as an Environmenta l J u s t i c e Zone; but , the pr e c ed en t s for p u b l i cinvo lvement and i n p u t in the proce s s , as se t f orward s p e c i f i c a l l y f r o m t h i s s i t e , s h o u l dbe i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d f r o m t h i s p o i n t f o rward . C o m m u n i t y members s h o u l d be i n c l u d e das key s t a k e h o l d e r s in every part of the process , f r o m t e s t i n g to risk assessment to therecord of d e c i s i on; not inserted where si te managers or EPA p o l i c y cons ider s ita p p r o p r i a t e .
The c ommuni ty recognizes the VB-170 s i t e as an Environmenta l J u s t i c e Zone, and assuch, are a d v o c a t i n g a c lean up l ev e l a t 10'" . T h i s c lean up level fa l l s a t the u p p e r end
o f t h e scale f o r t h e E P A ' s clean u p procedures . A d d i t i o n a l l y , c ommuni ty would l i k e t os e e f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n , s t u d i e s , and action re la t ed t o the VB-I70 S i t e . S p e c i f i c a l l y ,f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n shou ld take p l a c e r e g a r d i n g the sources o f hazardous materialp o l l u t i o n t ha t f a l l s below t h e T o x i c Relea s e I n v e n t o r y s t a n d a r d s , b u t tha t c u m u l a t i v e l ya f f e c t human h e a l t h in t h e c ommuni ty . T h e s e hazardous m a t e r i a l s that f a l l below th erange of the T o x i c Release I n v e n t o r y s h o u l d be recognized as c o n t r i b u t i n g to theoveral l burden to human h e a l t h tha t the c ommuni ty f a c e s .
The c ommuni ty a l so recommends that a comprehens ive h e a l t h s t u d y be i n i t i a t e d in thecommuni ty to d e t ermine how people ' s h e a l t h migh t be a f f e c t e d by c o n t a m i n a n t s in theair, water and so i l . T h i s s t u d y would take in to account how the c u m u l a t i v e e f f e c t s ofthe many c o n t a m i n a n t s f r o m the air, water and s o i l , as wel l as m o b i l e source p o l l u t i o n ,a f f e c t s c ommuni ty members ' short and l o n g term h e a l t h .


